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Tour Summary

This short tour was packed with birds and during four and a half days of birding, we recorded more
than 200 species, revealing how diverse the Upper Texas Coast is during spring migration. Between the
coastal hotspots of Bolivar Flats and the marshes of Anahuac NWR and Sabine Pass, we recorded 34
species of shorebirds with highlights including Hudsonian Godwit, Baird’s Sandpiper, and
Buff-breasted Sandpiper. We also witnessed a fallout of migrants at High Island during our first
afternoon there, which boosted our warbler list to 28 species in total with the most memorable
including Golden-winged, Blue-winged, Prothonotary, Kentucky, Cerulean, Bay-breasted, Blackpoll,
and Canada Warblers. We continued searching for breeding warblers in the Big Thicket region and
were rewarded with great views of a pair of Swainson’s Warblers and a Prairie Warbler. Tanagers,
grosbeaks, orioles, buntings, and thrushes also showed in impressive numbers and we found every
species possible along the Upper Texas coast with repeated good studies of the Catharus thrushes
especially. During our day in the Pineywoods, we enjoyed great views of the specialty species here,
including the endangered Red-cockaded Woodpecker, threatened Bachman’s Sparrow, and
Brown-headed Nuthatch. Add to that a good selection of waterfowl, woodpeckers, raptors, and more
and we enjoyed an incredible few days of productive birding. Some of the less expected species we
found included Hooded Merganser, Black-billed Cuckoo, Glossy Ibis, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker,
Nelson’s Sparrow, Yellow-headed Blackbird, and Bronzed Cowbird. The final addition to the trip list
was an elegant Swallow-tailed Kite.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Nelson’s Sparrow by Stephan Lorenz
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Tour in Detail

We met after breakfast at the airport hotel in Houston and then headed east towards the coastal refuge
of Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge. Hudsonian Godwits had been scarce during this spring so we
hoped to stake out a flooded area that looked promising. The area was packed with birds and we
recorded more than sixty species just along the entrance road to the refuge. The resident Mottled Ducks
and Fulvous Whistling-Ducks were present and joined by lingering Blue-winged Teal and Northern
Shoveler. The dozen species of shorebirds present included Black-necked Stilt, Killdeer, Whimbrel,
Least Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher, Wilson's
Phalarope, Solitary Sandpiper, Greater Yellowlegs, Willet, and Lesser Yellowlegs, but it took until the
last moment for five Hudsonian Godwits to fly in which offered great scope studies. Three Gull-billed
Terns landed among the melee of shorebirds and herons and ibis were actively foraging, including
Great Egret, Little Blue Heron, Tricolored Heron, Cattle Egret, Green Heron, and White and
White-faced Ibis. Raptors were represented by a Northern Harrier, several Swainson’s Hawk, and a
high-flying Peregrine Falcon which proved to be the only one of the trip. The beautiful Scissor-tailed
Flycatchers showed in good numbers alongside querulous Eastern Kingbirds. We proceeded towards
the headquarters where a stand of mulberry trees and a short walk through the willows proved
productive for migrants and within an hour we had found Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Sedge Wren, Gray
Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Orchard and Baltimore Orioles, Northern Waterthrush, Black-and-white,
Prothonotary, Tennessee, Nashville and Yellow Warblers, Summer and Scarlet Tanagers, Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, and Dickcissel. With so much migrant activity at Anahuac NWR we
decided to head to High Island to see what was dropping into the migrant traps there.

Prothonotary Warbler by Stephan Lorenz
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It proved to be a good decision as Smith Oak’s at High Island was crawling with migrants and during
our short afternoon here we had excellent views of the following warblers: Ovenbird, Worm-eating
Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Golden-winged, Blue-winged, Black-and-white, Tennessee and
Kentucky Warblers, Common Yellowthroat, Hooded Warbler, American Redstart, Cerulean Warbler,
Northern Parula, Magnolia, Bay-breasted, Blackburnian, Yellow, Chestnut-sided, Blackpoll,
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle), Black-throated Green and Canada Warblers; 22 species of warblers in a
single spot during about 2 hours of birding, truly amazing. Other migrants present and showing in good
numbers included Eastern Wood-Pewee, Acadian and Great Crested Flycatchers, White-eyed,
Yellow-throated, Warbling and Red-eyed Vireos. Thrushes were well represented with Veery,
Gray-cheeked, Swainson’s and Wood Thrushes, and the mulberry trees were festooned with Summer
and Scarlet Tanagers with a smattering of colorful Indigo and Painted Bunting thrown into the mix.
What a fantastic introduction to birding spring migration along the Texas coast. A surprise Black-billed
Cuckoo right as we were leaving was another great addition. Let’s not forget the large numbers of
Mississippi Kites drifting over, we counted nearly a hundred of these elegant raptors. We returned to
Winnie and enjoyed a tasty take-out dinner back at the hotel.

Black-throated Green Warbler Photo Stephan Lorenz

For our first full day we decided to return to High Island to check for any migrants we may have
missed the previous day. Birding mainly around the Hook’s Woods area, we were able to add Crested
Caracara and Belted Kingfisher during the drive south, several Philadelphia Vireos in the woods that
showed very well, and a Blue Grosbeak near a feeder. From here we continued west along the Bolivar
Peninsula and made a stop at Rollover Pass before lunch where gulls, terns, and shorebirds were
roosting in large numbers. We added Red-breasted Merganser, Black-bellied, Semipalmated and Piping
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Plovers, Whimbrel, Marbled Godwit, Ruddy Turnstone, Sanderling, Dunlin, and Short-billed
Dowitcher. Rollover Pass is always a great place for a variety of terns and we found Least, Black,
Common, Forster's, Royal and Sandwich Terns alongside the bizarre Black Skimmers. We continued
towards Fort Travis Park where we enjoyed a picnic lunch underneath one of the covered pavilions all
the while shorebirds were foraging on the lawn nearby and terns and gulls flapped just offshore. For the
afternoon, we went to the nearby Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary, one of the most productive sites on
the entire Texas coast and the high tide roost didn’t disappoint. We first stopped at the freshwater
wetlands along the entrance road and scoped Stilt, Least and Pectoral Sandpipers, Greater and Lesser
Yellowlegs, and then walked out onto the expansive beach and mudflats. We were able to find an
excellent vantage point to study the scores of resting shorebirds that offered great views of
Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet (hundreds), American Oystercatcher, Black-bellied, Snowy,
Wilson's and Semipalmated Plovers, Whimbrel, Marbled Godwit, Ruddy Turnstone, Red Knot,
Sanderling, Dunlin, Semipalmated and Western Sandpipers, Willet, and Short-billed Dowitcher.
Reddish Egrets showed close and we found the only Yellow-crowned Night-Heron along the dunes
here. This is the only place along the Upper Texas Coast that supports breeding Horned Larks and we
found a pair flitting between the dunes and short vegetation. During the return trip to Winnie, we made
a brief stop along Tuna Road and added singing Seaside Sparrows and the skulking Nelson’s Sparrows
that winter here in small numbers. Fortuitously, while we were looking for sparrows a Bonaparte’s Gull
dropped in and a Magnificent Frigatebird flew over, rounding out an impressive day. We drove back to
Winnie arriving with an impressive list of birds and plenty of appetite for another delicious dinner of
local seafood.

Semipalmated Sandpiper by Stephan Lorenz
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Reddish Egret by Stephan Lorenz

We left Winnie in the early morning and drove towards the Sabine Pass area. We stopped at a
promising wetland right next to the busy highway and found at least two White-rumped Sandpipers, a
migrant shorebird that had so far eluded us. We stopped at Pilot Station Road and saw several Soras
and two Clapper Rails in the road for unobstructed views of these secretive marsh birds. The reedbeds
also held Marsh and Sedge Wrens and additional Seaside and Nelson’s Sparrows. These marshes also
offered good views of the first Boat-tailed Grackles. A Northern Waterthrush foraging alongside the
edge of the road looked a bit out of place. We continued to Sabine Woods, another sanctuary for
migrant birds and although it was much quieter than High Island during the previous two days, we still
added a lingering Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, the first Downy Woodpecker, and Caroline Chickadee. A
golden Prothonotary Warbler stole the show as the bird foraged within arm’s length along the edge of a
wetland, offering many great photo opportunities and everyone managed good views of a
Chestnut-sided Warbler alongside several species we had seen the previous days. We detoured through
Beaumont on the drive back Winnie and stopped at Tyrrell Park. This park offers the best chance for
the localized Fish Crow and sure enough, during the drive in, we spotted a crow that landed in a nearby
tree and uttered its distinctive vocalization. We then carried on to the wetland and boardwalk. This
wetland oasis on the edge of the city is always busy with birds and we found both species of
Whistling-Ducks, added Pied-billed Grebe, saw more of the stunning Purple Gallinules, and scoped
Wilson’s Phalaropes. In the distance, we could see a Bald Eagle nest with an adult bird perched in the
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pines nearby. A handful of Least Bittern flushed eventually with one bird offering scope views as it
clung to the edge of the reedbed. Having some time to spare, we detoured again and this time headed
for a section of turf fields near the village of Nome. At first, we found some distant shorebirds that
were difficult to pin down, but the friendly owner of the turf farm allowed us to enter and drive around
to get closer to the birds. A particularly productive flock included single Baird’s and Buff-breasted
Sandpipers among a dozen Pectoral Sandpipers. Baird’s Sandpiper was a definite bonus species as they
have normally passed through by this time of year. Our luck continued and a single American
Golden-Plover flew in for great scope views and after a bit of maneuvering, we also got very close to a
flock of Upland Sandpipers that showed well; incredibly within an hour, we had cleaned up all the
missing shorebirds and even found a bonus. With another bag full of great birds and memories we
headed back to Winnie.

Purple Gallinule by Stephan Lorenz

This would be the earliest start of the tour as we left Winnie around 4:30 am to drive north to the Big
Thicket. The plan was to search for all the difficult species right after sunrise and then have a field
breakfast. Everything worked well and we obtained great views of the endangered Red-cockaded
Woodpecker, saw several Brown-headed Nuthatches, and after a bit of effort and patience found a
cooperative Bachman’s Sparrow that sat up for minutes on end, offering great photo opportunities.
During breakfast, we had a pair of Mississippi Kites collect nesting material in the large pines nearby
and we watched a Tufted Titmouse come very close. We were also able to add two warblers to our tally,
the common Pine Warbler and a Prairie Warbler, the latter an uncommon nesting species in east Texas.
We arrived at Martin Dies Junior Park around lunchtime and enjoyed a field lunch surrounded by birds
and then spent the rest of the afternoon exploring the bottomland hardwood forest, bayous, and cypress
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swamps here. One of the main targets we were still missing was the uncommon Swainson’s Warbler
and the final attempt at a reliable stake-out was successful and we found a pair that offered great views.
The park's forest is generally great for woodpeckers and we were not disappointed finding Northern
Flicker (a localized breeding species in east Texas), a Pileated Woodpecker right next to us during our
picnic lunch, and best of all the colorful Red-headed Woodpecker. The tallest cypress trees held singing
Yellow-throated Warbler although they were difficult to spot and easier to see Northern Parulas. On the
lake itself, we found Wood Duck and locally very rare Hooded Mergansers. Along the lakeshore and
emergent cypress trees, good numbers of Anhingas were roosting. We scanned the horizon line for
raptors and added a very distant Sharp-shinned Hawk. After successfully finding all the specialty
species for the day, we started the long drive back to Winnie for another well-earned and delicious
dinner.

Summer Tanager by Stephan Lorenz

For the final day of the tour, we headed back to Anahuac NWR to explore the freshwater
marshes and prairies further. New additions to our lengthy list included a much-hoped-for
King Rail by the side of the road, Glossy Ibis, and Bronzed Cowbird. We also enjoyed seeing
another Buff-breasted Sandpiper in a field and a Least Bittern in flight. We detoured through
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the small town of Liberty and found a Swallow-tailed Kite and a pair of Eastern Bluebirds to
wrap up another very successful Texas Spring tour.

USA - Texas: Migration Spectacle along the Upper Texas Coast 2021 Trip List

1. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) - fairly common

2. Fulvous Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor) - best views at Anahuac NWR and Tyrrell
Park

3. Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) - seen in flight at Martin Dies State Park

4. Blue-winged Teal (Spatula discors) - the most commonly encountered duck

5. Northern Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) - singles seen in the Anahuac NWR area

6. Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula) - this resident species was regularly encountered in coastal
wetlands

7. Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - a female plumaged bird at Bolivar Flats

8. Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus) - a pair flew in for great scope views at Martin
Dies State Park

9. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - a single bird at Rollover Pass

10. Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) - scattered sightings in coastal wetlands

11. Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - widespread

12. Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - common

13. White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) - uncommon and seen well at Sabine Pass
Battleground Park

14. Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - widespread

15. Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) - heard only at Martin Dies State Park
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16. Black-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus erythropthalmus) - brief but good views at Smith Oaks during
the first afternoon

17. Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) - regularly seen and heard overhead

18. Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica) - fairly common

19. Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris) - common

20. King Rail (Rallus elegans) - great views of a single, calling bird along the main road towards
Anahuac NWR

21. Clapper Rail (Rallus crepitans) - good views near Bolivar Flats and even better views at Pilot
Road

22. Sora (Porzana carolina) - great views near Sabine Pass

23. Common Gallinule (Gallinula galeata) - widespread in coastal freshwater wetlands

24. American Coot (Fulica americana) - common

25. Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinica) - many great views at High Island and Anahuac NWR
of this colorful rail

26. Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) - this noisy and territorial shorebird proved to be
common in various wetlands

27. American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) - hundreds gathered at Bolivar Flats with many
in their colorful breeding finery represented a memorable sight

28. American Oystercatcher (Haematopus palliatus) - one tucked in among the shorebird
congregation at Bolivar Flats

29. Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) - good views of several in their coastal habitats
with some in full breeding regalia

30. American Golden-Plover (Pluvialis dominica) - after some searching a single bird flew in at
the sod farm near Nome, TX and offered spectacular close views

31. Snowy Plover (Charadrius nivosus) - great, close views at Bolivar Flats
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32. Wilson's Plover (Charadrius wilsonia) - close studies of a bathing bird at Bolivar Flats

33. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - the most common and widespread small
plover during the tour

34. Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) - seen in the scope at Rollover Pass

35. Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - widespread

36. Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda) - after some searching a dozen birds showed well
at the turf farm

37. Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - very common in coastal areas with dozens feeding in dry
fields

38. Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) - on the first day we found five of these elegant
shorebirds at Anahuac NWR

39. Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) - seen well at Fort Travis Park on the Bolivar Peninsula

40. Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) - present in good numbers at Bolivar Flats

41. Red Knot (Calidris canutus) - several of Bolivar Flats with some in fine breeding plumage

42. Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus) - great views in several locations with especially good
studies at Bolivar Flats freshwater wetlands

43. Sanderling (Calidris alba) - common along the beach at Bolivar Flats

44. Dunlin (Calidris alpina) - numerous at Bolivar Flats and other coastal shorebird hotspots

45. Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) - a nice surprise and bonus bird, this is usually an early
migrant, but one was mixed in with Pectoral Sandpipers at the Turf Farm

46. Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) - the smallest of all “peeps” was widespread

47. White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis) - we did enjoy great studies in a roadside
wetland on the way to Sabine Pass
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48. Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Calidris subruficollis) - fantastic views of a single bird at the turf
farm and another seen in dry rice fields near Anahuac NWR

49. Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) - seen well in various locations

50. Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) - good views at Bolivar Flats and in the Sabine
Pass area

51. Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) - we had our best studies at the Bolivar Flats

52. Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) - common in seaside wetlands and beaches

53. Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) - the prevalent dowitcher of inland
wetlands

54. Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) - good views of a flighty flock at Anahuac NWR
and see again at Cattail Marsh in Tyrrell Park

55. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - good views in various locations

56. Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) - seen in the Anahuac area

57. Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - widespread

58. Willet (Tringa semipalmata) - widespread in coastal areas where we saw the nesting eastern
ssp. and western ssp.

59. Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) - one of the most common and widespread shorebirds

60. Bonaparte's Gull (Chroicocephalus philadelphia) - seen well on the Bolivar Peninsula

61. Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) - abundant in coastal areas

62. Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) - a few noted on the coast

63. Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) - still fairly numerous and common along the coast

64. Least Tern (Sternula antillarum) - common on the Bolivar Peninsula and we enjoyed
watching them dive off Bolivar Flats
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65. Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) - great views at Bolivar Flats

66. Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia) - good views of a flying bird on the Bolivar Peninsula

67. Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) - excellent studies at Rollover Pass and others seen in flight

68. Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) - several close scope studies at Rollover Pass and Bolivar
Flats

69. Forster's Tern (Sterna forsteri) - the common and widespread medium-sized tern

70. Royal Tern (Thalasseus maximus) - a classic sound of the Texas coast with hundreds at
Rollover Pass and Bolivar Flats

71. Sandwich Tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis) - common along the coast with several birds
revealing a nice pinkish cast

72. Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) - excellent studies of this bizarre bird at Rollover Pass and
Bolivar Flats

73. Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregata magnificens) - after we thought we had missed it an
immature bird flew past close to us at Tuna Rd. on the Bolivar Peninsula

74. Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) - many seen at Martin Dies State Park

75. Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) - abundant with dozens nesting at the
Smith Oaks rookery

76. Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) - common

77. Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis) - several seen very well at Cattail Marsh in Tyrrell Park and
another in flight during our final visit to Anahuac NWR

78. Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - widespread

79. Great Egret (Ardea alba) - common with nests at the Smith Oaks rookery

80. Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) - common and nesting at the Smith Oaks rookery

81. Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea) - fairly common
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82. Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor) - common, mostly seen in flight

83. Reddish Egret (Egretta rufescens) - found in coastal areas with exceptionally good views at
Bolivar Flats

84. Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) - abundant

85. Green Heron (Butorides virescens) - good views at Martin Dies State Park

86. Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) - seen well in flight near Sabine Pass

87. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (Nyctanassa violacea) - seen well in the Sabine Pass area

88. White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) - widespread and seen well at Anahuac NWR

89. Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) - after some searching we had good views at Anahuac
NWR, including one bird on a nest

90. White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) - the common Plegadis ibis in Texas

91. Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja) - the Texas flamingo was common and nesting activity
was in full swing in the Smith Oaks rookery

92. Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) - abundant

93. Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - abundant

94. Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - singles seen along the coast

95. White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus) - great views of one along the road on the Bolivar
Peninsula

96. Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) - one of the final additions of the trip, two birds
seen in Liberty

97. Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis) - we enjoyed a spectacular flight of nearly 100 birds
at Smith Oaks at High Island and also found a nest building pair at Boykin Springs in the
Pineywoods
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98. Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) - two or three sightings in coastal prairies

99. Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) - distant and brief views at Martin Dies State Park

100. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - distant scope views near an active nest at Cattail
Marsh in Tyrrell Park

101. Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) - seen along roadsides

102. Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus) - brief views of soaring birds

103. Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) - encountered in coastal prairies

104. Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) - seen briefly on roadside wires

105. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius) - seen at Sabine Woods, quite late for this
species

106. Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus) - great scope views at Martin Dies
State Park

107. Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus) - first seen at Sabine Battleground Pass and
again in the Pineywoods

108. Downy Woodpecker (Dryobates pubescens) - seen in the Sabine Woods

109. Red-cockaded Woodpecker (Dryobates borealis) - fantastic views of a vocal family group at
Boykin Springs

110. Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) - one flew in during our field lunch at Martin Dies
State Park

111. Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - a rare nesting species in the Pineywoods, but we saw
one at Martin Dies State Park

112. Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) - commonly seen in coastal prairies

113. Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) - a good spot above Anahuac NWR
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114. Eastern Wood-Pewee (Contopus virens) - fairly common and vocal at High Island and Sabine
Woods

115. Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens) - the prevalent Empidonax flycatcher

116. Great Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus) - seen well at High Island

117. Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus) - common in open habitats

118. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus) - this striking species was common in open
habitats

119. White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) - several good views, especially in Hook’s Woods

120. Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireo flavifrons) - seen well in a variety of locations

121. Philadelphia Vireo (Vireo philadelphicus) - during our second visit to High Island we saw
several very well

122. Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus) - seen well during our first afternoon at High Island

123. Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) - widespread

124. Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - fairly common, especially on the Bolivar
Peninsula

125. Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) - seen at Sabine Woods and in the Pineywoods

126. American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) - widespread in the Pineywoods

127. Fish Crow (Corvus ossifragus) - excellent views of a vocalizing bird at Tyrrell Park

128. Carolina Chickadee (Poecile carolinensis) - close views at Sabine Woods

129. Tufted Titmouse (Baeolophus bicolor) - great, close views during our field breakfast at
Boykin Springs

130. Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - seen well at the only spot on the tour, the beach at
Bolivar Flats
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131. Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis) - a few noted

132. Purple Martin (Progne subis) - widespread

133. Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) - a few seen

134. Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) - common and widespread

135. Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) - abundant around bridges and overpasses with
small colonies near High Island and nest building at Anahuac NWR

136. Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla) - great views of a family group at Boykin Springs

137. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) - a few seen at High Island and in the
Pineywoods

138. Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis) - brief views at Anahuac NWR

139. Marsh Wren (Cistothorus palustris) - good views near Sabine Pass

140. Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus) - heard in several locations and seen well in the
Pineywoods

141. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - this nonnative species was widespread and common

142. Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) - abundant at High Island and Sabine Woods

143. Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) - seen well at Anahuac NWR and Sabine Woods

144. Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) - the state bird of Texas was common and
widespread

145. Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) - seen in the Pineywoods

146. Veery (Catharus fuscescens) - we had excellent views of this thrush at High Island and Sabine
Woods

147. Gray-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus) - we all enjoyed the best studies during our second
visit to High Island
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148. Swainson's Thrush (Catharus ustulatus) - the most common Catharus thrush in the migration
hotspots

149. Wood Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina) - this large and distinctive thrush proved to be common
in High Island and Sabine Woods

150. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - seen in the neighborhood of Winnie

151. House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - a widespread, introduced species

152. Bachman's Sparrow (Peucaea aestivalis) - it took a bit of patience, but eventually we had a
bird right next to us, singing full tilt for endless scope studies!

153. Seaside Sparrow (Ammospiza maritima) - great views along Tuna Rd. on the Bolivar
Peninsula and seen again at Anahuac NWR

154. Nelson's Sparrow (Ammospiza nelsoni) - this scarce species was seen well along Tuna Rd. on
the Bolivar Peninsula and again near Sabine Pass

155. Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) - one of the more common lingering
sparrows

156. Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens) - this monotypic bird was seen in coastal migrant traps
and was vocal in the Pineywoods

157. Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) - a nice bonus find among the
Brown-headed Cowbirds at High Island

158. Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna) - the melodic song was frequent in the coastal plains
with several good scope studies

159. Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius) - the most common and widespread oriole of the tour

160. Baltimore Oriole (Icterus galbula) - fantastic numbers of this colorful oriole

161. Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) - abundant

162. Bronzed Cowbird (Molothrus aeneus) - great views of a displaying male at the entrance of
Anahuac NWR
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163. Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) - widespread and abundant

164. Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) - uncommon with the best views at Sabine Woods

165. Boat-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus major) - displaying birds were studied well in the wetlands
near Sabine Pass and at Anahuac NWR

166. Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - widespread and common

167. Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla) - seen frequently at High Island

168. Worm-eating Warbler (Helmitheros vermivorum) - everyone obtained good views at High
Island

169. Northern Waterthrush (Parkesia noveboracensis) - one walking along the road edge near
Sabine Pass showed particularly well and more seen in the migrant traps of High Island and
Sabine Woods

170. Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera) - Wow, multiple seen between High Island
and Sabine Woods

171. Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora cyanoptera) - proved to be fairly frequent at High Island
with good views of a bathing bird at the drip

172. Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia) - one of the more common migrant warblers

173. Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria citrea) - a bird that came within touching distance at
Anahuac NWR was quite memorable and another catching damselflies at Sabine Woods

174. Swainson's Warbler (Limnothlypis swainsonii) - this species proved to be quite scarce in the
Pineywoods this year, but luckily we found a territorial pair at a stake-out at Martin Dies State
Park for unparalleled views (our final warbler species of the 28 we recorded)

175. Tennessee Warbler (Leiothlypis peregrina) - possibly the most common migrant warbler
during the tour

176. Nashville Warbler (Leiothlypis ruficapilla) - this warbler usually migrates around the Gulf of
Mexico so it was quite scarce with only one brief sighting
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177. Kentucky Warbler (Geothlypis formosa) - fairly common with several excellent views at High
Island and heard only in the Pineywoods

178. Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas)  fairly common in migrant traps and wetlands

179. Hooded Warbler (Setophaga citrina) - several seen well at High Island, including males and
females flitting through the understorey, and common by voice in the Pineywoods

180. American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla) - seen in low numbers at High Island and Sabine
Woods

181. Cerulean Warbler (Setophaga cerulea) - what a fantastic bird to catch up with and we saw a
male very well from the canopy walk at Smith Oak, High Island during our first afternoon
there

182. Northern Parula (Setophaga americana) - a few noted at High Island and heard at Martin Dies
State Park

183. Magnolia Warbler (Setophaga magnolia) - a coupe of stunning males seen at High Island and
Sabine Woods

184. Bay-breasted Warbler (Setophaga castanea) - a lucky addition during our first afternoon at
High Island when we found a beautiful male right before leaving Smith Oaks

185. Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga fusca) - everyone finally caught up with this bird at Sabine
Woods

186. Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) - scattered sightings

187. Chestnut-sided Warbler (Setophaga pensylvanica) - many excellent views at Smith Oaks in
High Island

188. Blackpoll Warbler (Setophaga striata) - another scarce warbler that was seen well during our
first afternoon at High Island, a male bounced around the canopy at the end of the canopy
walkway at Smith Oaks

189. Pine Warbler (Setophaga pinus) - great views in the Pineywoods

190. Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - we recorded the “Myrtle” ssp. At High
Island, quite late for this species
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191. Yellow-throated Warbler (Setophaga dominica) - this canopy dweller gave us trouble at
Martin Dies State Park, but was seen well at Magnolia Ridge Park nearby

192. Prairie Warbler (Setophaga discolor) - a stake-out near Boykin Springs delivered great, close
views of this beautiful warbler, a scarce nesting species in east Texas

193. Black-throated Green Warbler (Setophaga virens) - this warbler proved quite common at High
Island

194. Canada Warbler (Cardellina canadensis) - Yes, not always an easy species to find in Texas
during spring, thus we appreciated the great views we had of a male at Smith Oaks High
Island during our first afternoon

195. Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) - common at High Island and other migrant traps

196. Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea) - like ornaments in the mulberries at High Island, many,
many seen

197. Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) - common and widespread

198. Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus ludovicianus) - numerous at High Island and Sabine
Woods

199. Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea) - we enjoyed the best views at High Island

200. Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea) - a common and colorful migrant

201. Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris) - great views of several, a stunning species

202. Dickcissel (Spiza americana) - vocal near Anahuac NWR and offering great scope studies

Rockjumper Birding Tours www.rockjumperbirding.com

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com

